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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1956. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health  circular  19/56  dated  11th  December,  1956,  on 
similar  lines  to  that  for  1955. 

Vital  Statistics:  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Mid- 
Year  Home  Population  of  the  district  was  37,700,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  90  over  the  1955  figure.  The  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  for  the  twelve  month  period  was  174  or  84  more 
than  the  estimated  increase  of  population  at  mid-year.  It 
would  appear,  therefore,  that  the  population  of  the  area 
remained  fairly  stable.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Mid-Year  Home  Population 
includes  all  servicemen  and  women  stationed  in  the  area 
and  that  there  is  constant  movement  in  this  section  of  the 
population.  It  is  not  known  what  percentage  of  the  total 
population  is  attributable  to  service  personnel. 

The  Registrar-General  supplies  Area  Comparability 
Factors  for  use  in  securing  comparisons  between  the  birth 
and  death  rates  of  any  given  district  with  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  These  factors  allow  for  differing  age 
and  sex  distribution  and  various  other  special  aspects  affect¬ 
ing  the  rates  of  individual  districts.  The  factors  for  this 
district  for  the  year  under  review  are  1.03  in  each  case.  The 
adjusted  birth  rate  was  15.98,  a  slight  reduction  compared 
with  1955  and  the  adjusted  death  rate  at  11.23  showed  ar 
increase  of  1.56  over  the  previous  year.  Both  these  rates 
compare  favourably  with  those  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
Infantile  Mortality,  or  death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year 
of  age,  was  32.49,  a  considerable  increase  over  1955,  but  this 
figure  is  particularly  marked  in  view  of  the  extremely  low 
rate  of  1955.  The  actual  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of 
age  were  19  during  the  year  under  review  against  6  for 
1955.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  had  a  tendency  for 


considerable  fluctuation  during  recent  years.  The  chief 
cause  of  the  increase  in  this  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths 
of  children  under  4  weeks  old  which  rose  from  2  such  deaths 
to  11  during  1956.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying 
table  on  page  4  that  the  death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  is  given  as  71.43.  The 
actual  number  of  deaths  of  such  infants  was  in  fact  only  2 
and  the  Registrar-General  stresses  that  too  much  reliance 
must  not  be  placed  on  rates  worked  out  on  cases  less  than 
10  in  number. 

Heart  diseases  and  malignant  neoplasms  (cancer)  remain 
the  chief  causes  of  death. 

There  were  19  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age 
representing  4.62%  of  the  total  deaths,  whilst  deaths  among 
persons  aged  65  and  over  at  265  accounted  for  64.47%  of 
the  total.  There  were  11  deaths  (2.67%)  of  persons  exceed¬ 
ing  90  years  of  age.  There  was  1  maternal  death  but  the 
interval  between  maternal  condition  and  death  was  stated 
to  exceed  twelve  months. 

Further  details  relating  to  both  these  and  allied  rates  may 
be  found  in  the  various  tables  in  the  body  of  this  report. 

With  regard  to  infectious  and  notifiable  diseases  I  have  to 
report  that  the  general  position  is  quite  satisfactory.  Again, 
no  case  of  diphtheria  was  recorded,  this  for  the  ninth 
successive  year.  There  was  one  case  only  of  Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis  and  this  was  non-paralytic.  The  case  occurred 
during  July  in  a  boy  aged  5  years  who  was  admitted  to 
hospital.  This  boy  eventually  recovered.  The  incidence  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  was  lower  than  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  when  it  will  be  remembered  a  total  of  1,058  cases 
of  measles  was  reached. 

Laboratory  Facilities:  There  has  been  no  change  in  the 
arrangements  during  1956  whereby  the  County  Pathologist 
or  County  Analyst  at  County  Hall,  Maidstone,  according  to 
examination  required,  have  carried  out  this  work.  These 
arrangements  have  again  proved  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Ambulance  Facilities:  Nursing  in  the  Home:  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare:  Child  Life  Protection:  School  Health 
Services :  The  Kent  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  administration  of  these  services  in  this 
district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  47:  It  was  not 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  Court  for  Orders  for  the  removal 
of  aged  persons  to  institutions  during  the  year.  Four  such 
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persons  came  to  my  notice  and  in  one  case  involving  an 
elderly  couple  the  wife  entered  an  Institution  voluntarily 
following  the  death  of  her  husband.  It  was  necessary  to 
disinfest  her  cottage  following  her  removal.  In  the  other 
two  cases  care  and  attention  was  being  provided  and  no 
action  was  necessary. 

Mortuaries:  The  three  mortuaries  provided  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  and  situated  at  Aylesford,  Borough  Green  and  West 
Mailing  continued  in  use  during  the  year.  They  are  avail¬ 
able  at  any  time  and  the  Police  are  provided  with  keys. 
There  is  a  fourth  mortuary  at  Snodland  provided  by  the 
Parish  Council. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936:  It  was 

not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  these  Regulations 
during  the  year. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate . 

313 

244 

557 

Illegitimate  . 

14 

14 

28 

Total  live  births . 

327 

258 

585 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 
year  home  population  . 

Adjusted  birth  rate  (comparability 

15.52 

factor  of  1.03  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  . 

15.98 

Still  Births: 

Legitimate . 

8 

2 

10 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

1 

1 

Total  still  births . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

8 

o 

o 

11 

births  . 

18.45 

Deaths : 

Total  deaths  . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  mid- 

222 

189 

411 

year  home  population  .  10.9 

Adjusted  death  rate  (comparability 
factor  of  1.03  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General)  .  11.23 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  -11 
Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  1.68 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age : 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year .  11  8  19 

Rate  —  all  infants  per  1,000  live 

births  .  32.49 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legiti¬ 
mate  live  births  .  30.52 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegiti¬ 
mate  live  births  .  71.43 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 

four  weeks  of  age  .  6  5  11 


Deaths  from  certain  other  diseases: 

Malignant  neoplasms  (all  ages) 

Measles  (all  ages)  . 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 
Diphtheria  (all  ages)  . 


42  23 

Nil 
Nil 
Nil 


65 
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Comparative  table  showing  birth  rate,  death  rate  and 
infantile  mortality  rate. 


per 

i,ooo  estimated  mid-year 

per  i  ,ooo  total 

per  i,ooo  live 

Home  Population 

live  &  still  births 

births 

Live  Birth 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Still  Birth  Rate 

Death  rate  of 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Crude 

Adjusted 

Infants  under 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

Rate 

i  year  of  age 

q  1952 

16.73 

16.75 

10.87 

10.22 

15.85 

30.60 

d  1953 

15.64 

16-11 

11.04 

10.82 

20.37 

29.46 

wi  1954 

1 6.05 

16.54 

9.96 

9.76 

21.82 

21.82 

3  1955 

15.50 

16.07 

9-85 

9.66 

18.40 

10.22 

|  1956 

15-52 

15.98 

10.90 

11.23 

18.45 

32-49 

England  and 

Wales  i  9  s6 

15 

70 

11.70 

23. CO 

23.80* 

(Provisional) 

*  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


Control  Over  Infectious  and  Other  Disease. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
bedding  was  steam  disinfected  and  one  or  more  rooms  dis¬ 
infected: — 


Work  carried  out 

Tubercu- 

culosis 

Cancer 

Mumps 

Ring 

Worm 

Miscel¬ 

laneous 

Fumigation  of  rooms 
and  Disinfection  of 
Bedding  . 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Fumigation  of  Rooms 
only  . 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

|  Disinfection  of  Bed- 
|  ding  only  . 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Terminal  disinfection  was  offered  to  householders  follow¬ 
ing  the  5  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  but  in  no  case  was  this 
accepted.  The  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type  and  made 
rapid  recovery.  Disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  by  your 
own  operator  and  bedding  is  conveyed  to  Fant  Lane 
Isolation  Hospital,  Maidstone,  where  it  is  steam  disinfected 
under  arrangement  with  the  Mid-Kent  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee. 
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Food  Poisoning. 

The  table  given  below  is  of  food  poisoning  notifications 
which  were  received  and  investigated  and  returned  to  the 
Registrar-General : — 

1st  quarter  2nd  quarter  3rd  quarter  4th  quarter  Total 
MF  MF  MF  MFMF 

--  -2  -1  -  -  -  3 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents: 

Total  Outbreaks  1.  Total  Cases  2  (Salmonella  Typhi 
Murium) .  1 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause: 

Total  Outbreaks,  Nil.  Total  Cases,  Nil. 

Single  Cases: 

Agents  identified,  Nil.  Unknown  Cause,  1.  Total  Cases,  1. 

All  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  are  fully  investigated 
by  officers  of  the  department  and  samples  of  any  suspected 
foods  are  submitted  for  examination. 


6 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  The  Kent  County  Council  is  responsible  for 
the  provision  in  this  district  of  facilities  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  vaccination  against  smallpox  and 
the  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  A.  Elliott),  concerning  such 
during  the  year  1956. 


Total  to 

15  years 

438 

523 

5983 

C5 

23 

O 

H 

t-  tr- 

05  CM 

CO 

Di 

<0 

> 

O 

14 

O 

O 

T“1 

rH 

HC 

CO  00 

c- 

I 

CO 

0 

00 

O 

rH 

rH 

7 

6 

05 

0  CO 

C4 

CO  HC 

t- 

1 

IO 

IO 

C4 

I 

t-  O 

O 

rH 

HO 

Ht 

CO  04 

rH 

1 

rH 

0 

CO 

hh 

05  CO 

t- 

rH 

1 

tH  I 

CO 

CO  1 

05 

CM 

CO 

CO  I 

0 

00  1 

CM 

rH 

C4 

CO 

rH 

SH 

CO  I 

CO 

HI  I 

1  T3 

CO  1 

CO 

O  1 

CM 

d 

v  O  '  2 
2  2  £  « 


q  V 

be 

H>  £ 

q  2 

cd  2 

2  £ 

"cq  § 


•rH 

V  g 


72 

q 

•rH 

q 

OJO 


2 

ci 

<D 

CO 


72 

q 

3  -2 

O  03 

•H  e- H 

2  2 
co  o 


<d 

2 


4-> 

72 

tH 

CO 


be 


7 3  r-(  02 

0)  <«  CD  Zj 

_  X! 


<4—1  <-< 

O  2  £ 
q  a) 

m  -*->  C/2 
--i  c! 


2 

o 

O 

q 


2.2  £ 
o  rl 

<4H 

O 


•  rH  C  H 

Q 

^  q 


O  q  &  «  ” 

^  +J  CO 


J?| 

S-I  S 

q  cu 
2  o 

CD 

Q 


o 

q 

i— 1 

bjo 

q 


>>  £ 
2  £3 

q  2 

2  4-1 

S  q 

•rH  *r— < 
2  0) 

P-4  C£ 


+->  —1 

q 

0) 

2 

m 
cu 

2 

q 

CD 
2 

s 

•  rH 

23 

<D 
4-1 

O 


q 

§ 

4h 

o 

O 

•H 

2 

-M 

aj 

•  rH 

Q 

q 

2 

2 


q 

o 

72 

2 

q 

<D 

>> 


o 

0 

23 

q 

2! 

O 

2 


-2  0) 
q  q  o 
2  q 


72 

•  rH 

q 

2 


72 


<D 

q  ^ 

£<§ 
•.-i  <D 


IO  „ 
rH  CO 

4-c  ^ 
O  05 
tH 
CD 

bp  U 
q  <d 

St 


4h 

O 

CD 

03 

2 

2 

O 

o 

q 


CD 


£5  cm 

q  ■hi 
q  05 


<D 

2 

4-> 

q 


o 

2 


q 


>> 

q 

q 


lcd2Q 


2 
r  q 

<D  o 

t— >  n  q 
q  q 

<d  1-5 


2 

CD 

4r>  q 

CD  o  TO 

— 1  .y  q  c« 

£2-2  23  rH 


q 

CD 

2 

•rH 

72 

(D 

2 

72 

q 

o 

72 

2 

CD 

ft 

4-1 

o 


bJD 

q 

►rH 
r— I 

q 


•2 

03 

rH 

CO 

2 

<D 

2 

q 

a 


03 

-2 
72 

q 

•1— 1 

be  S 
q  cd 


o 


72 

•rH 

Q 


q 

6  S 


2 

<D 

2 

q 

q 

•  rH 

a 

o 

q 

> 

<v 

2 

CD 

£ 


^co 

CD  tO 

2  2 
4— 1  rH 

.5  CD 
2 


2 

CD 

-2 

r-r  2 

2  rn 

<D  .£3 

-4->  <p 

Cj  0 
C  aj 

o  ►> 
o  • 

> 

H  Sh 
CD  02 
2  2 

S  S 

2  2 


CD 

CD 

CD 


PcQ 


7 


The  following  table  relates  to  the  incidence  of  Notifiable 
Disease  according  to  disease,  sex  and  age  groups. 


Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

M  easles 
(excluding 
Rubella) 

Diphtheria 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  1 
1—2 

8—4 

5—9 

10—14 

15—24 

25  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

3  - 

-  1 

1 

3  3 

8  9 

10  14 

14  19 

4 

-  1 

-  — 

1 

4  7 

5  12 
16  15 

3  1 

1  - 

-  - 

TOTALS 

3  2 

5 

35  50 

85 

— 

1 

1 

29  35 
64 

—  — 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-56 
30-6-56 

30- 9-56 

31- 12-56 

1  l 

l 

2 

1  3 

2  3 

21  23 

11  21 

—  — 

1 

2  2 
21  28 

5  1 

1  4 

-  - 

Acute 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Smallpox 

1 

Acute  encephalitis 

Enteric  or  9 
Typhoid  j 
Fever  p 

Infective 

Post  Infectious 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 
15—44 
45—64 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

2  5 

5  3 

3  2 

5  10 

8  9 

1 

_ 

_  _ 

—  — 

TOTALS 

23  29 

52 

1 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-56 
30-6-56 

30- 9-56 

31- 12-56 

13  19 

7  7 

2  — 

1  3 

=  1 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

Para¬ 
typhoid 
|  Fevers 

Erysipelas  Meningococcal 
Infection 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal  Ophthalmia 
pyrexia  Neonatorum 

M  F 

M  F  M  F 

M  F 

F  M  F 

Under  5 

5 — 14 
15—44 
45—64 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

—  - 

1  -  1 

1  2  !  - 

-  1 

1 

1 

— 

-  | 

TOTALS 

—  — 

2  2  1 

4  1 

3 

3 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-56 
30-6-56 

30- 9-56 

31- 12-56 

!  -  - 

2  1  j  — 

—  1 

2 

1 

=  !  E  E 
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Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 
Meninges  &  C.N.S. 

Other  forms 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

Under  5 
5—14 

15 — ‘24 
25—44 
45—64 

65  and  over 
Age  Unknown 

2  1 

1  1 

7  2 

“  ~~ 

—  — 

1 

TOTALS 

10  4 

14 

_  _ 

1 

1 

Quarter  ending 
31-3-56 
30-6-56 

30- 9-56 

31- 12-56 

3  1 

3  — 

3  2 

1  1 

— 

—  1 

Tuberculosis. 

The  table  set  out  below  records  in  age  groups  the  new 
cases  recorded  in  the  register  during  the  year,  together  with 
the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred.  The  number  of  new 
cases  at  15  for  1956  shows  a  marked  decrease  over  1955 
when  the  figure  was  31.  The  number  of  deaths  remained 
the  same  at  5. 


New  Cases* 

Deaths 

Age 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

(Years) 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Under  1 

1—  4 

... 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

5  —  14 

... 

•  .  . 

... 

*  *  * 

... 

15  -24 

2 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

25—34 

,  ,  , 

1 

1 

1 

35—44 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

45  —54 

2 

... 

.  .  • 

1 

55  —64 

5 

1 

1 

•  *  • 

•  •  . 

65  and  over 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Age 

Unknown 

’  *  * 

... 

.  .  . 

•  *  * 

*  *  * 

.  •  . 

*  *  * 

10 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

14 

1 

3 

2 

15 

f 

March 

Quarter 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

•  •  . 

June 

Quarter 

3 

1 

... 

t 

September 

Quarter 

3 

2 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

1 

December 

Quarter 

1 

1 

.  .  • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

*  Related  to  Primary  Notifications  received  under  the  Public  Health 
(Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930  and  1952. 

Number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  persons  who  had  not  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  that  disease  —  Nil. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  throughout  the 
rural  district  of  the  cases  of  infectious  and  notifiable  dis¬ 
eases  notified  during  the  year: — 
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Addington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Aylesford 

3 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

—  — 

Birling  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Borough  Green 

34 

4 

19 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

X 

— 

—  — 

Burham . 

1 

2 

_  — 

Ditton  . 

Ightham 

1 

1 

—  - 

Leybourne 

15 

— 

-- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

East  Mailing  ... 

4 

3 

3 

1 

West  Mailing  ... 

— 

37 

1 

4 

Mereworth 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

Offham  . 

1 

— 

4 

East  Peckham 

9 

8 

West  Peckham 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Platt  . 

2 

2 

12 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Plaxtol  . 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Ryarsh  . 

— 

1 

4 

Shipbourne 

3 

- 

Snodland 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Stansted 

3 

Trottiscliffe 

— 

1 

1 

• 

—  — 

Wateringbury  ... 

Wouldham 

3 

_ 

Wrotham 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

85 

64 

52 

14 

1 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 
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Non-Paralytic 


The  Chest  Clinic  which  serves  the  area  for  which  I  am 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  at  Foster  Street,  Maidstone. 
This  Clinic  is  equipped  for  the  investigation  of  chest  condi¬ 
tions,  with  facilities  for  radiographic  examinations  and  full 
laboratory  aid  is  also  available.  The  Chest  Physician  in 
charge  is  Dr.  D.  L.  Pugh  and  close  co-operation  between  the 
Chest  Clinic  and  the  Health  Departments  of  the  four 
Authorities  has  continued  during  the  year. 

Dr.  Pugh  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  details  of  the 
number  of  contacts  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  which 
were  examined  during  the  year  and  the  number  found  to  be 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  This  investigation  of  contacts 
of  known  cases  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  procedures  in 
the  detection  of  cases  which  might  otherwise  be  missed  and 
provides  vital  information  on  the  origin  and  spread  of 
infection.  The  figures  quoted  below  relate  to  the  investiga¬ 
tions  made  in  the  area  served  by  the  Chest  Clinic,  which 
coincides  with  the  area  of  the  four  Authorities,  Maidstone 
Borough,  Maidstone  R.D.,  Hollingbourn  R.D.,  and  Mailing 
R.D. 

(a)  Number  of  contacts,  seen  during  1956,  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  .  206 

(b)  Number  of  contacts,  examined  during  1956,  of 

cases  notified  prior  to  1956  .  299 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  1 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  4 

MaSvS  Radiography.  During  1956,  a  survey  by  the  Mass 
Radiography  Units  7B  and  7F  was  carried  out  in  the  area. 
The  last  previous  survey  was  made  in  1953  and  on  this 
occasion  six  public  centres  were  established,  as  against  one 
in  the  1953  survey.  Surveys  were  also  carried  out  at  various 
industrial  establishments,  and  the  experiment  of  having 
additional  centres  at  which  the  public  could  attend  has  been 
fully  justified.  The  numbers  attending  from  the  general 
public  showed  an  increase  of  3,744  males  and  3,152  females 
over  the  numbers  in  the  1953  survey ;  the  numbers  for  the 
industrial  surveys  showed  a  decrease  of  337  males  and  1,560 
females,  the  actual  increase  over  1953,  being  thus  5,099. 
This  is  an  encouraging  result  and  justifies  the  establishment 
of  the  additional  public  centres  and  the  numbers  found  to 
have  attended  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  for  the  first 
time  also  indicates  the  interest  which  has  been  aroused 

li 


among  the  general  public,  the  percentage  being  39.5%,  as 
regards  the  general  public  and  40.02%  as  regards  the  indus¬ 
trial  survey,  the  overall  percentage  being  39.6%. 

Attached  is  a  table  showing  the  numbers  examined  at  the 
public  centres,  in  the  industrial  surveys  made  at  various 
works  and  the  surveys  at  schools,  with  the  numbers  and 
percentages  X-rayed  for  the  first  time  and  also  the  numbers 
and  percentages  recalled  for  further  investigations. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  during  the  year  with  rates  per  1,000  estimated  mid¬ 
year  home  population: — 


R.G.’s 
List  No. 

Cause  of  Death 

Number 

Deaths 

of 

Rates  per  1,000 
Estimated  Home 
Population 
1956  1955 

M 

F 

T 

1 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory 

2 

1 

3 

0.08 

0.13 

2 

Tuberculosis — other 

1 

1 

2 

0.05 

0.00 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

2 

3 

0-08 

0.03 

4 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0.00 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0.00 

0.00 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

0.00 

0.00 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.00 

0.00 

8 

Measles 

0.00 

0.00 

9 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic 

diseases 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

0.00 

0.03 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm — stomach 

7 

2 

9 

0.24 

0.32 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm  —  lung, 

bronchus 

14 

2 

16 

0.42 

0.35 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm — breast 

... 

... 

•  *  • 

0-00 

0-05 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm- — uterus 

... 

2 

2 

0-05 

0-13 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

21 

17 

38 

1.01 

1.01 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2 

0-05 

0.05 

16 

Diabetes 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

0.05 

0.00 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

14 

28 

42 

1.12 

1.36 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

33 

26 

59 

1.57 

1.54 

19 

Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

2 

5 

7 

0.19 

0.21 

20 

Other  Heart  disease 

47 

32 

79 

2.09 

1.70 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

9 

17 

0.45 

0.33 

22 

Influenza 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  . 

0.00 

0.08 

23 

Pneumonia 

11 

11 

22 

0-58 

0.32 

24 

Bronchitis 

9 

7 

16 

0.42 

0-26 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

3 

2 

5 

0.13 

0-08 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

.  .  • 

6 

0.16 

0.08 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

0.08 

0-05 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

4 

6 

0.16 

0.11 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

.  .  . 

3 

0.08 

0-11 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

•  -  - 

1 

1 

0.03 

0.03 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

7 

1 

8 

0.21 

0-05 

|  32 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined 

| 

diseases 

11 

21 

32 

0.85 

0.91 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

0.11 

0.13 

1  34  i 

All  other  accidents 

10 

8 

18 

0.48 

0.26 

j  35 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

0.16 

0.11 

36  : 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

•  •  • 

•* '  • 

•  •  * 

0.00 

0.00 

1 

All  causes 

222 

189 

411 

! 

10.90 

9.86 
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Deaths — Parochial  Distribution. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

4-> 

m 

g> 

< 

September 

October 

November 

December 

13 

+-» 

O 

Eh 

Addington 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Aylesford 

2 

7 

3 

2 

2 

3 

6 

i 

5 

10 

1 

6 

48 

Birling 

Borough  Gr’n 

3 

6 

4 

3 

2 

5 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

5 

33 

Burham 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

1 

18 

D  it  ton 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

6 

20 

Ightham 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

9 

Leybourne 

— 

1 

4 

1 

4 

5 

— 

3 

1 

5 

— 

1 

25 

East  Mailing 

9 

4 

5 

4 

3 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

37 

West  Mailing 

8 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

— 

3 

5 

38 

Mereworth  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

Offham 

- 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

8 

East  Peckham 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

— 

20 

West  Peckham 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Platt  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Plaxtol 

2 

3 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

15 

Ryarsh 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Shipbourne  . . . 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

12 

Snodland 

8 

3 

6 

2 

9 

5 

5 

1 

2 

— 

3 

6 

50 

Stansted 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Trottiscliffe  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Wateringbury 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

13 

Wouldham  . . . 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

12 

Wrotham 

— 

2 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

17 

TOTALS 

51 

53 

42 

30 

34 

29 

30 

24 

20 

25 

23 

50 

411 
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Deaths — all  Causes — 1956. 


Age 

Group 

Quarter  Ending 

Total  for 

31.3.56  | 

30.6.56 

30-9.56 

31.12.56 

the  year 

M 

F 

M  ‘ 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under 

1  month 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

5 

1—  2 

months 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2—  3 

11 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

,  ,  . 

•  •  a. 

3—  6 

11 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

... 

3 

1 

6—9 

11 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

9—12 

11 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

•  .  • 

•  •  * 

1 

... 

Total  to  one  year 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

11 

8 

1—  4 

years 

•  •  • 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  . 

1 

•  .  . 

5 

5—  9 

11 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

1 

1 

10—19 

11 

.  .  • 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

20—29 

11 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

6 

30—39 

11 

2 

2 

1 

.  .  • 

... 

2 

7 

.  .  . 

10 

4 

40—49 

11 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

8 

50— -59 

11 

3 

5 

7 

4 

5 

4 

6 

5 

21 

18 

60—64 

11 

7 

5 

4 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

17 

14 

65—69 

11 

9 

8 

4 

1 

4 

4 

4 

5 

21 

18 

70—79 

11 

29 

17 

17 

15 

11 

9 

22 

10 

79 

51 

80—89 

11 

17 

20 

5 

13 

11 

5 

5 

9 

38 

47 

90  and 

over 

2 

2 

2 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

6 

5 

77 

69 

51 

42 

40 

34 

54 

i  44 

222 

1  189 

Totals 

146 

93 

74 

98 

1 

|  411 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  ...  1955  —  6  =  1.62% 

1956  -  19  =  4.62% 

Deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  over  ...  1955  — 249  =  67.11% 

1956  —265  =  64.47% 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  and  the  public  cleans¬ 
ing  service  are  contained  in  the  following  report  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Cleansing  Officer,  has  reported  separately  on  these  matters, 
as  in  previous  years. 

To  the  Council  I  would  express  my  thanks  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  interest  and  support  received  during  the  year  and  to 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  enthu¬ 
siastic  co-operation  which  has  been  of  great  assistance  in 
maintaining  the  standard  of  the  health  services  in  the 
district. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFF1KIN, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

High  Street, 

West  Mailing,  Kent. 

7th  August,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  Mailing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
circumstances  existing  in  the  rural  district  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1956. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  remained  constant  during 
the  year  but  was  supplemented  by  the  addition  of  a  young 
lady,  viz.:  Miss  J.  Wilkinson  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 
She  was  appointed  in  a  temporary  capacity  to  take  over 
from  the  Junior  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  J.  Gosden  who  was  then 
awaiting  his  call-up  for  National  Service  but  he  did  not 
actually  enter  the  services  until  the  new  year.  This  fortu¬ 
nate  position  with  regard  to  the  staff  has  assisted  greatly 
in  the  smooth  running  of  the  department. 

Two  aspects  of  public  health  stand  out  during  the  year  as 
worthy  of  special  mention,  viz. :  the  advent  of  the  new  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  gathering  impetus  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  for  the  elimination  of  the  worst  unfit  houses  in  the 
district.  To  both  of  these  facets  of  public  health  a  lot  of 
time  has  been  devoted  and  whereas  the  results  obtained 
have  proved  gratifying  there  is  still  a  long  way  to  go  yet. 
On  the  subject  of  food  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  100% 
inspection  of  all  food  animals  killed  in  the  district  was 
maintained. 

The  problems  of  dealing  with  cesspool  emptying  continue 
to  increase  particularly  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the 
collected  sewage  in  a  sanitary  manner.  The  obvious  solution 
is,  of  course,  the  provision  of  sewage  systems  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  early  commencement  in  the  new  year  of  the 
Aylesford  and  Ditton  Sewerage  Scheme  which  will  assist 
greatly  with  the  cesspool  emptying  in  those  parishes. 

The  following  is  a  more  detailed  report  on  the  separate 
aspects  of  public  health  work: — 

HOUSING. 

The  year  1956  has  been  an  important  one  insofar  as 
housing  is  concerned  for  it  has  been  possible  to  speed  up 
the  programme  for  the  elimination  of  the  worst  unfit  houses 
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in  the  district.  A  large  amount  of  the  Inspectors’  time  has 
been  taken  up  in  this  connexion.  This  programme  of  demo¬ 
lition  has  been  synchronised  with  the  new  building  pro¬ 
gramme  and  the  fact  that  the  Council  has  been  busy  in  the 
latter  connexion  has  enabled  me  to  proceed  with  demolition. 


The  figure  of  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with  by  demolition 
which  stood  at  204  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  was 
increased  to  227  during  the  year  and  duly  approved  by  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Now  that 
demolition  work  has  started  I  feel  that  it  will  always  be  with 
us  although  it  will  of  course  diminish  in  intensity  as  each 
year  passes.  When  the  present  5  year  programme  is  com¬ 
pleted  there  will  still  be  unfit  houses  to  be  dealt  with  either 
by  reconditioning  or  demolition. 


26  houses  were  demolished  during  1956  as  a  result  of 
formal  or  informal  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936.  During  this  time  58  persons,  comprising  17 
family  units,  were  displaced.  Some  of  these  persons  found 
accommodation  themselves  but  the  majority  were  rehoused 
by  the  Council. 

One  Clearance  Order  embracing  27  properties  was  made 
during  the  year.  No  opposition  was  received  to  this  Order 
and  the  Minister’s  approval  was  awaited  at  the  year’s  end. 

Many  complaints  of  housing  defects  were  received  during 
the  year  and  were  given  prompt  attention.  But  to  effect 
repairs  to  properties  is  not  an  easy  task  due  in  the  case  of 
the  small  rural  cottage  to  the  fact  that  there  is  not  generally 
sufficient  income  to  carry  out  major  repair. 

I  had  hoped  that  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  of 
1954,  which  allowed  certain  rent  increases,  would  assist  but 
the  Act  was  little  used  by  the  landlords  in  this  district.  Only 
one  application  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  received 
under  this  Act  during  the  year  and  this  was  refused  because 
of  the  minor  nature  of  the  defects  complained  of,  which  did 
not  render  the  house  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Comparatively  few  formal  notices  were  served  during  the 
year  due  to  my  adopting  a  personal  approach  to  the  owners 
in  an  endeavour  to  secure  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  by 
informal  means.  This  method  usually  pays  but  in  a  small 
number  of  difficult  cases  statutory  action  is  the  only  alterna¬ 
tive.  It  was  not,  however,  necessary  to  institute  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  during  the  year.  The  following  shows  the  number 
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of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  during  the  year: — 

Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority  .  96 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under  P.H.  Acts  8 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  under  Housing 


In  the  case  of  one  unfit  dwelling  in  the  parish  of  Ship- 
bourne  which  was  vacant  when  dealt  with,  the  owner 
appealed  to  the  County  Court  against  the  Council’s  Demo¬ 
lition  Order  made  on  the  4-1-56.  The  case  was  heard  at  the 
Sevenoaks  County  Court  on  the  12th  March,  1956,  when 
the  Judge  confirmed  the  Council’s  Order  but  extended  the 
time  allowed  for  demolition  by  6  months.  However,  at  the 
year’s  end  the  dwelling  had  not  been  demolished  and  further 
action  to  speed  demolition  was  being  taken. 


The  position  with  regard  to  improvement  grants  is  as 
follows : — 

Numbers  of  schemes  submitted .  39 


Number  of  schemes  approved  .  38 


Total  cost  of  such  improvements  or 
conversions  . 


£23,400 


Total  cost  of  grants  made 


£6,423 


Applications  for  improvement  grants  are  dealt  with  by 
your  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  C.  Brown,  but  I  am  re¬ 
quired  to  report  on  same  in  my  annual  report.  I  feel 
strongly  on  the  question  of  improvement  grants  and  con¬ 
sider  that  it  is  an  aspect  of  local  authority  work  which 
should  be  fostered  in  every  possible  way.  There  are  very 
many  borderline  dwellings  within  the  rural  district  which 
could,  with  the  assistance  of  improvement  grants,  be  raised 
in  standard  and  which  would  provide  satisfactory  living 
accommodation  for  many  years  to  come. 


The  number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: — 

1.  By  Local  Authority  .  74 

2.  By  private  enterprise  ... 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  sanitary  works  effected 


existing  premises  during  the  year  under  review: 

W.C’s  provided . .  . 

21 

W.C’s  repaired . 

... 

35 

Washbasins  provided/renewed/cleansed  . 

17 

Sinks 

M  y  y  y  y  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

18 

Water  heaters  provided  . 

•  •  •' 

.  .  .i 

29 

Baths  provided  ...  . 

•  •  • 

... 

10 

Irrigation  systems  provided  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  ., 

3 

Urinals  provided  ...  .  . 

... 

... 

1 

Gullies  provided/repaired/renewed  . 

... 

9 

Inspection  chambers  repaired/renewed  . 

... 

20 

Drains  laid/altered/repaired  ...  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

43 

Choked  drains  cleansed  . 

, 

#  •  •' 

17 

Pail  or  earth  closets  converted . 

•  •  • 

8 

Cesspools  provided  . 

•  •  • 

... 

7 

Chimney  stacks  repaired/renewed  . 

•  •  • 

12 

Roofs  repaired . 

•  •  • 

... 

53 

RW.  gutters  and  pipes  repaired/renewed . 

•  •  • 

40 

External  walls  repaired  . 

•  •  • 

31 

Air  bricks  provided . 

•  •  • 

8 

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired . 

•  •  • 

57 

Floors  and  staircases  repaired/renewed  . 

.  .  , 

36 

Doors  and  windows  repaired/renewed . 

•  •  • 

... 

65 

Grates  and  ranges  repaired/renewed . 

... 

... 

16 

Coppers  repaired/renewed  . 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

4 

Dampness  remedied . 

.  ,  . 

.  .  . 

55 

Dirty  premises  cleansed  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  , 

17 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . 

•  .  • 

.  .  . 

82 

Accumulations  removed  . 

... 

10 

Damp  proof  course  provided  . .  . 

.  .  . 

,  ,  . 

1 

Water  filters  provided  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Water  supply  pipe  repaired  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Yard  cleansed . 

... 

... 

1 

Improvements  to  food  shops  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

54 

Animals  removed  . 

... 

... 

1 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  during  1956  ... 

... 

... 

23 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  1956  ... 

... 

... 

103 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  1956 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

345 

HOP  PICKERS’  CAMPS. 

31  hop  pickers’  camps  were  occupied  during  the  1956 
season  housing  an  estimated  5,750  pickers.  60  visits  of 
inspection  were  made.  No  special  works  of  improvement 
were  noted  but  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  at  most 
camps.  With  the  advent  of  the  picking  machine  farmers  are 
more  likely  to  invest  in  machinery  rather  than  improving 
camps. 

Machines  were  in  use  at  7  farms  and  in  6  of  these  cases 
the  number  of  pickers  housed  was  very  small.  The  seventh 
farm  referred  to  was  Whitbreads  at  East  Peckham  where 
two  machines  were  in  use,  but  it  appears  that  the  huts  here 
will  always  be  used  as  the  Company  intend  to  continue  to 
make  a  feature  of  hop  picking. 
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One  camp  was  demolished  during  the  year  when  the  farm 
changed  ownership  and  the  hop  quota  was  sold. 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  within  the  rural  district 
are  served  by  the  mains  of  the  Mid  Kent  Water  Company 
but  three  other  companies  supply  water  to  small  numbers 
of  dwellings.  The  other  companies  are  the  Sevenoaks  and 
Tonbridge  Water  Company  serving  17  houses  in  the  parish 
of  Shipbourne;  The  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company,  52 
houses  in  Aylesford  and  2  in  Ditton  and  the  Medway  Water 
Board,  13  houses  in  Aylesford  and  2  in  Wouldham.  The  15 
dwellings  served  by  the  latter  company  are  all  in  the  Blue 
Bell  Hill  area  and  are  in  the  main  new  properties  on  the 
main  Chatham  Road,  Victoria  Road,  York  Avenue  and  Kit 
Hill  Avenue. 

In  addition,  a  total  of  198  properties  receive  a  piped  water 
supply  from  five  separate  private  sources  of  supply. 
Further  details  of  these  are  given  below. 

There  was  a  total  of  10,531  dwellings  connected  to  the 
public  mains  at  the  year’s  end  giving  a  percentage  of  98.64 
of  all  dwellings  in  the  area.  There  are  a  few  parts  of  the 
district  still  without  a  mains  supply  of  water  viz. :  at  Bells 
Farm  Area,  E&st  Peckham,  Swanton  Valley  in  West  Peck- 
ham  and  Holly  Hill  in  Birling,  but  it  is  not  possible  to  lay  a 
mains  supply  to  these  areas  at  economic  cost.  Details  of 
extensions  of  mains  are  given  in  the  table  which  follows 
later  in  this  section. 


Houses  supplied  by  statutory  water  undertakings : 

Mid  Kent  Water  Company  . 10,445 

Maidstone  Waterworks  Company  .  54 

Sevenoaks  and  Tonbridge  Water  Company  ...  17 

Medway  Water  Board  .  15 

- 10,531 


Houses  supplied  by  piped  supply  from  private 

sources : 

Tottington  Spring  Supply . 

British  Quarrying  Company  Supply . 

Hamptons  Private  Supply  . 

Fairlawne  Private  Supply . 

Yotes  Court  Private  Supply  . 


43 

6 

29 

114 

6 

-  198 


10,729 
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Samples :  All  supplies  are  subject  to  regular  sampling  and 
the  following  table  indicates  the  results  of  samples  taken 
during  1956: — 


Type  of  Water 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Chemical  Examination 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Number  of 
Samples 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Raw  Water 

57 

45 

12 

2 

1 

1 

Treated  Water 

17 

17 

... 

5 

5 

... 

Action  taken  on  the  13  unsatisfactory  samples  was  as 
follows : — 

Three  of  the  bacteriological  and  one  chemical  sample 
were  taken  from  disused  wells  at  East  Mailing  Research 
Station.  Plans  were  envisaged  to  use  water  from  these  wells 
for  drinking  purposes,  but  upon  receipt  of  the  results  of  the 
samples  these  plans  were  abandoned.  Four  unsatisfactory 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  the  pumping  cham¬ 
ber  and  storage  tank  serving  a  private  supply  at  Borough 
Green.  The  source  of  the  supply  was  fenced  off  and  the 
system  thoroughly  cleansed.  Further  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 

Two  unsatisfactory  bacteriological  samples  were  from  a 
shallow  well  and  a  spring  at  hop-pickers’  camps.  Instruc¬ 
tions  were  issued  for  all  water  to  be  boiled  before  use  for 
domestic  purposes. 

The  three  remaining  unsatisfactory  bacteriological 
samples  were  from  a  private  supply  at  West  Peckham. 
Sundry  repairs  were  carried  out  and  the  system  thoroughly 
cleansed.  Fhrther  samples  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Extensions  of  mains:  2,505  yards  of  mains  were  laid 
during  1956  as  follows: — 


| 

Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Co  mpany 

Addington 

74 

3  inches 

Mid-Kent 

Birling 

207 

4  „ 

55 

Birling 

789 

3  „ 

55 

Platt 

985 

6  „ 

55 

Platt 

6 

3  „ 

55 

West  Mailing 

26 

3  „ 

55 

West  Mailing 

170 

2  „ 

5? 

Ryarsh 

248 

3  « 

55 
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Delivery  of  water:  10,400  gallons  of  water  were  delivered 
to  premises  dependent  on  stored  rain  supplies.  These  dwell¬ 
ings  are  situated  in  remote  parts  of  the  parishes  of  West 
Peckham  and  Birling.  This  figure  is  nearly  twice  that  of 

1955  which  was  5,600  gallons. 

METEOROLOGY. 

The  following  data  concerning  meteorology  for  the  year 

1956  (with  comparative  figures  for  the  four  previous  years) 
recorded  at  East  Mailing  Research  Station,  has  been  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Meteorological  Officer  of  that  station: — 


Month 

Average  Thermometer 
(Max.) 

Average  Thermometer 
(Min.) 

Highest  Thermometer 

Lowest  Thermometer 

Average  Barometer 

Total  Rainfall  (ins.) 

Heaviest  Rainfall  in 
any  one  day. 

Number  of  days  on 
which  rain  fell  (0.01 
and  over) 

35  years  average* 

Total  hours  of 

sunshine 

January 

44.6 

33.8 

54 

24 

29.80 

4.77 

0.91 

21 

1.96 

55.3 

February 

35.6 

24.4 

53 

11 

30.16 

0.79 

0.14 

15 

1.85 

57.3 

March 

50.5 

35.4 

63 

22 

29.93 

0.67 

0.28 

8 

2  01 

159-9 

April 

52.5 

34.3 

68 

26 

29.90 

1.14 

0.45 

11 

1.65 

153.0 

May 

65.7 

42.0 

77 

28 

30.10 

0.61 

0.27 

6 

1.67 

244.5 

June 

64.0 

47.8 

74 

3S 

29.99 

2.18 

0.29 

16 

2.04 

139.0 

July 

68.8 

54.0 

83 

44 

29.88 

4.01 

1.30 

16 

2.19 

184.6 

August 

65.5 

50.1 

73 

41 

29.76 

2.89 

0.56 

21 

2.19 

163.5 

September 

66.1 

51.2 

77 

44 

29.92 

2.56 

0.78 

12 

1.98 

114.2 

October 

56.5 

42.5 

64 

34 

29.32 

1.26 

0.35 

15 

3.11 

119.7 

November 

48.1 

36.3 

56 

19 

29-21 

0.84 

0.25 

10 

2.79 

65.8 

December 

47.2 

39.5 

56 

26 

i 

29.98 

2.97 

0.55 

18 

2.66 

12.2 

Total /Average  for  the  year 

29.82 

24.69 

169 

26.10 

1469.0 

Total/Average  for  the  year 

1952 

1 

26.43 

1  13 

183 

26.10 

55 

1953 

20.94 

0.91 

140 

26.10 

55 

1954 

26.10 

1.08 

175 

26.10 

55 

55 

1955 

25.24 

I 

2.23 

151 

26.10 

*  Weighted  averages  for  the  35-year  period  1881-1915. 


Summary:  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  1.41  inches 
below  average. 

Driest  Period:  The  driest  period  during  the  year  was 
from  March  4th  to  19th  inclusive,  including  trace.  Total 
16  days.  The  driest  period  excluding  trace  was  from  March 
7th  to  13th  inclusive.  Total  7  days. 
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Wettest  Period:  The  wettest  period  of  the  year  was  from 
21st  August  to  11th  September  inclusive.  Total  22  days, 
including  trace.  The  wettest  period  excluding  trace  was 
from  23rd  August  to  6th  September.  Total  15  days. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

During  the  year  under  review  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
1955  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  made  thereunder 
came  into  force.  Although  not  as  stringent  as  might  have 
been  expected  the  new  requirements  are  a  great  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  old  and  will  assist  in  safeguarding  the  public's 
food  supplies.  The  Regulations  were  applied  forthwith  and 
at  first  some  slight  degree  of  opposition  was  met,  due  in  the 
main,  to  the  increase  of  rateable  values  brought  about  by 
revaluation  coinciding  with  the  advent  of  the  Regulations. 
All  f  ood  premises  are  visited  as  a  routine  measure  and  dur¬ 
ing  1956  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  1,627 
visits  to  food  premises.  A  summary  of  the  new  Regulations 
was  left  with  each  occupier,  advice  was  given  on  the  best 
methods  of  application  of  the  new  requirements  to  the 
premises  and  opportunity  was  taken  to  educate  food 
handlers  into  methods  of  good  and  hygienic  practice. 
Generally  speaking  co-operation  has  been  obtained  and  it 
has  been  possible  to  apply  the  new  standards  successfully 
without  recourse  to  formal  action.  But  it  would  be  wrong 
to  suggest  that  all  food  premises  are  satisfactory  in  every 
respect  and  constant  inspection  is  necessary. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  numbers  of  the  various 
food  premises  in  the  district  that  are  recorded  for  inspection 
purposes. 


Cafes  and  Works  Canteens  ... 

.  53 

Bakehouses  . 

.  ...  9 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

.  30 

Fishmongers’  Shops  . 

.  11 

Grocers  and  General  Shops  ... 

...  .  .  171 

Greengrocers  . 

.  .  19 

Licensed  Premises  . 

.  104 

Slaughterhouses :  Only  5  of  the  7  slaughterhouses  licensed 
continued  to  be  used  during  the  year.  During  the  period 
2,030  animals  have  been  slaughtered  and  100%  inspection 
has  been  maintained  but  only  at  the  expense  of  overtime 
worked  by  the  District  Inspectors  in  the  evenings  and  week¬ 
ends,  time  which  in  my  opinion  is  very  well  spent. 

Byelaws  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Conditions  and  Manage¬ 
ment  of  Private  Slaughterhouses  were  made  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
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January.  These  give  a  much  greater  degree  of  control, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  co-operation  has  been  obtained 
without  the  need  to  recourse  to  formal  action. 

All  meat  condemned  is  stained  with  green  dye  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  arrangements  are  in  operation  for  all 
such  meat  to  be  collected  and  processed  by  a  Glue  and 
Fertiliser  Company. 

The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  the  amounts  con¬ 
demned  during  1956  are  as  follows: — 


Cattle  ex. 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  Killed  \ 

Number  Inspected  j 

176 

176 

276 

276 

104 

104 

26 

26 

1448 

1448 

2030 

2030 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

29 

78 

2 

1 

37 

147 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

16.5 

28.3 

1.9 

3.8 

2.6 

7.29 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned. 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned. 

5 

39 

— 

— 

13 

57 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis. 

2.8 

15.22 

.9 

— 

.9 

3.00 

Approximate  weight  condemned:  2  tons  11  cwts.  3  qtrs. 
19  lbs. 

Two  of  the  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  approved  as 
Ordinary  Deadweight  Certification  Centres  for  pigs.  A  total 
of  479  pigs  were  certified  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food 
during  the  year. 


Milk  Supplies:  The  conditions  under  which  milk  is  sold 
within  the  district  are,  in  general,  quite  satisfactory.  The 
number  of  registered  dairies  remains  at  12  and  at  the  year’s 
end  the  total  of  registered  “  distributors  ”  was  63. 
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The  undermentioned  licences  to  use  special  designations 
were  granted  during  the  year: — 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

Dealers’  Licences 

15 

17 

47 

Supplementary  Licences 

7 

8 

2 

Totals 

22 

25 

49 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  designated  samples 
taken  during  1956: — 


Grade 

Number  of  samples 
taken 

Number  which  satisfied 
the  prescribed  test 

Number  which  did 
not  satisfy  the 
prescribed  test 

Tuberculin  Tested 

12 

12 

— 

Pasteurised 

25 

25 

— 

Sterilised 

25 

25 

— 

Totals 

62 

62 

— 

In  addition  to  the  above  samples  1  biological  sample  of 
milk  was  taken  from  a  cowshed  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  as  a  result  of  a  cow  from  the  farm  being 
condemned  at  a  Chatham  abattoir  because  of  generalised 
tuberculosis.  The  sample  proved  positive  for  the  presence 
of  tubercle  bacilli  and  steps  were  taken  forthwith  to  ensure 
that  all  milk  produced  at  the  farm  was  pasteurised.  The 
Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  very  promptly  inspected  the  herd  and 
as  a  result  one  animal  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis 
was  removed  for  slaughter.  Biological  samples  taken  from 
the  rest  of  the  herd  proved  negative. 

During  1956  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified 
Areas)  (No.  2)  Order,  1956  was  made  jointly  by  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  and  the  Minister 
of  Health,  and  came  into  force  in  this  district  on  the  1st 
October,  1956. 
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Under  this  Order,  all  distributors  who  retail  milk  in  any 
part  of  the  district  must  sell  designated  milk  only 
irrespective  of  whether  the  premises  from  which  the  milk 
is  retailed  are  inside  or  outside  the  district. 

It  is  also  obligatory  on  all  dealers  to  use  a  special 
designation  in  relation  to  milk  sold  to  a  caterer  unless  the 
caterer  intends  to  pasteurise  or  sterilise  the  milk  and  is 
licensed  so  to  do. 


Voluntary  Surrender  of  Foodstuffs.  The  following 
quantity  of  foodstuffs  was  surrendered  as  unlit  for  human 
consumption : — 


Article 


Tinned  and  Bottled  Frui 

Fresh  Fruit  . 

Tinned  Vegetables  ... 

Tinned  Fish  . 

Wet  Fish  . 

Tinned  Meat . 

Fresh  Meat  . 

Jams  . 

Tinned  Soups  . 

Bacon  . 

Rice  . 


t 


Tinned  Cream 
Dried  Prunes 


Tons 

4 


2 


Weight 

cwts.  qtrs.  lbs 

5  0  8 

1  2 

116 
7 

1  0  14 

7  2  6 

13  0  26 

5 
7 

1  9 

6 

1  2 


ozs. 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

7 
0* 

8 
6 
0 

14 

6 

0 


Total .  7  9  1  17  5 


In  addition  to  the  above  the  equivalent  of  103  pints  of 
condensed  and  evaporated  milk  was  also  surrendered  as 
unfit. 

*  Of  this  total  weight  2  tons  11  cwts.  3  qtrs.  19  lbs,  was 
surrendered  at  private  slaughterhouses  during  meat  inspec¬ 
tion  immediately  after  slaughter. 

By  comparing  the  above  figures  with  those  for  1955  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  in 
all  types  of  foodstuffs  condemned. 

This  position  has  been  brought  about  not  by  a  great 
increase  in  food  condemned  at  retail  shops  within  the  area, 
but  by  the  fact  that  we  now  have  a  number  of  warehouses 
and  wholesale  premises  in  the  district,  one  of  which  was 
newly  opened  during  the  year.  There  are  also  a  number 
of  fruit  and  vegetable  canning  and  processing  factories  in 
the  area  and  it  is  often  necessary  to  issue  condemnation 
certificates  for  fairly  large  quantities  of  food  at  these 
premises. 
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Sampling  by  County  Sampling  Officers.  The  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
within  the  Rural  District  of  Mailing  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1956,  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
have  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  S. 
Strugnell)  of  Weights  and  Measures  Department  of  the 
Kent  County  Council,  who  are  the  responsible  authority  for 
this  purpose  in  the  district: — 


Article 

No. 

Article 

No. 

Aspirin  tablets . 

1 

B/fd.  30 

Baby  or  Nursery  Cream 

1 

Marzipan  . 

...  3 

Beef  Sausages  . 

1 

Milk . 

...  57 

Blackcurrant  Juice  Syrup  ... 

1 

Minadex  ...  . 

...  1 

Blanc-mange  Powder  ... 

1 

Mustard  . 

...  1 

Bread  . 

2 

Orange  Juice  . 

...  1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

Orange  Squash  . 

...  1 

Canadian  style  Ice  Cream  made 

Pepper  . 

...  1 

with  rich  fresh  dairy  cream 

1 

Phillip’s  Tonic  Yeast  ... 

...  1 

Custard  Powder . 

... 

1 

Phosferine  tablets 

...  1 

C.  V.  B.  Carr’s  Vitamin 

B  ... 

1 

Pickle  . . 

...  1 

De  Luxe  Ice  Cream 

with 

Porage  Oats 

...  1 

added  cream  . 

•  •  . 

1 

Pure  Glycerine  B.P.  ... 

...  1 

Double  Cream  . 

•  •  • 

2 

Pure  Jamician  Honey  ... 

...  1 

Finest  Ground  Sweet  Almonds 

1 

Rosena 

...  1 

Flour  . 

... 

1 

Single  Cream  . 

...  1 

Fresh  Orange  Drink  ... 

•  .  . 

1 

Sponge  Cakes  . . 

...  1 

Genuine  Honey  of  Hymetis 

1 

Tapioca  Flakes . 

...  1 

Gin  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Tea  . . . 

...  1 

Ground  Almonds 

.  .  . 

1 

Throat  Pastilles . 

...  1 

Home  Made  Butters  ... 

•  •  • 

1 

Tinned  Salmon . 

...  1 

Ice  Cream . 

•  •  • 

4 

Vanilla  Flavouring 

...  1 

Jelly . 

•  •  . 

i 

Whisky  . 

...  3 

Lemon  Drink  . 

•  •  • 

i 

White  Farm  Butter  ... 

...  1 

Malt  Vinegar 

•  •  • 

i 

Yorkshire  Relish 

...  1 

Margarine . 

.  .  . 

2 

Total 

...  114 

C/fd.  ... 

30 

SUMMARY 


Milks . 

.  57 

Drugs  . 

♦  •••  •••  10 

Spirits  . 

4 

•  ••  •••  •••  J- 

Other  Samples 

•  ••  •••  •••  43 

114 
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All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following: — 


Analysis  Action  taken 

Inferior.  Fat  4-9%  Makers  notified.  Re¬ 
including  3-6%  butter  mainder  of  stocks 
fat.  Slightly  low  in  withdrawn  from  sale, 
butter  fat. 

Inferior.  Fat  10-0%  Investigations  showed 
including  7-5%  butter  there  had  been  an 
fat.  Alchohol  not  error  in  mixing  at  the 
more  than  0-9%  proof  factory.  The  matter 
spirit  ( —  not  more  is  still  under  in- 
than  1-3%  brandy),  vestigation  and  fur- 
Canadian  Ice  Cream  ther  samples  will  be 
contains  not  less  than  taken. 

10%  butter  fat. 


Sample  of 

Home  Made  Butters. 

Canadian  style  Ice 
Cream  made  with 
rich  fresh  dairy 
cream. 


Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 

Milk. 


Adulterated.  45-3%  de¬ 
ficient  of  minimum 
amount  of  fat. 

Adulterated.  45%  de¬ 
ficient  of  minimum 
amount  of  fat. 

Adulterated.  48-3%  de¬ 
ficient  of  minimum 
amount  of  fat. 

Adulterated.  46-7%  de¬ 
ficient  of  minimum 
amount  of  fat. 


In  addition  to  these 
samples  a  previous 
sample,  submitted  pri¬ 
vately,  contained  43  % 
of  added  water.  All 
the  samples  were  from 
milk  supplied  to 
Aylesford  Secondary 
School.  Proceedings 
were  taken  against 
the  supplier,  who  was 
given  an  absolute  dis¬ 
charge  on  payment  of 
50  guineas  costs. 


Ice  Cream.  There  are  86  premises  within  the  district 
registered  for  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream,  there 
being  no  manufacturers,  and  in  all  cases  the  finished  product 
is  received  from  well  known  and  approved  suppliers.  I 
would  point  out  that  this  figure  of  86  excludes  cafes,  hotels, 
etc.,  which  are  specifically  excluded  from  registration  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

38  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  1956  and  these 
covered  5  different  brands.  Details  of  the  results  of  these 
samples  are  included  in  the  table  below. 

The  needifor  high  standard  of  hygiene  in  the  handling  of 
ice  cream  is  continually  stressed  when  visiting  registered 
premises  and  I  must  say  that,  on  the  whole,  the  position  is 
quite  satisfactory. 
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The  following  table  gives  details  of  samples  taken  over 
the  past  five  years:- — 


1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Premises  Regis¬ 
tered  for  storage 
and  Sale .  94 

89 

95 

97 

86 

Results — Grade  1  59 

41 

50 

42 

31 

(72.8  %  ) 

(74.6%) 

(92.6%) 

(71.4%) 

(81.6%) 

Grade  2  14 

13 

4 

16 

7 

(17.3%) 

(22.6%) 

(7.4%) 

(27.2%) 

(18.42%) 

Grade  3  6 

1 

— 

1 

(7.4%) 

(1.8%) 

— 

(1.7%) 

_ 

Grade  4  2 

— 

— 

_ 

(2.5%) 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

Total  Samples  ...  81 

55 

54 

59 

38 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  section  of  the  department’s  work  progressed 
smoothly  during  1956  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  continued  to  contribute  50%  of  the  net 
cost  of  all  work  in  connection  with  sewers  and  private 
dwellings. 

The  Ministry  laid  special  stress  on  the  need  for  a  larger 
number  of  inspections,  and  where  necessary,  treatment,  in 
connection  with  agricultural  properties,  including  land,  but 
apart  from  this  aspect  the  work  has  now  reduced  the  rat 
population  to  fairly  controllable  limits  necessitating 
thorough  and  constant  routine  treatments  throughout  the 
area.  All  types  of  property  are  subject  to  regular  inspec¬ 
tion  and,  where  the  necessity  arises,  occupiers  are 
approached  and  made  aware  of  their  duties  under  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  On  the  whole  co¬ 
operation  is  secured. 

Warfarin  continues  to  be  used  almost  exclusively,  but  the 
bait  base  was  changed  from  oatmeal  to  maize  meal  during 
the  year  as  this  appeared  more  palatable  to  the  rats  and  was 
cheaper.  Regular  treatment  of  the  sewers  of  the  district 
was  continued  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  further 
improvement  in  the  parish  of  Snodland.  The  degree  of 
infestation  of  the  Snodland  sewers  was  at  one  time  very 
great  but  has  now  been  reduced  considerably. 

A  further  annual  agreement  was  drawn  up  between  the 
Council  and  a  private  company  for  disinfestation  of  their 
factory  premises,  making  a  total  of  two  at  the  year’s  end. 
These  agreements  work  very  satisfactorily  and  the  regular 
control  effected  thereby  does  much  to  prevent  infestations. 

30 


The  Infestation  Control  Division  of  the  Ministry  requested 
the  Council’s  assistance  in  the  carrying  out  of  a  rick  survey 
during  1956  to  ascertain  various  factors  concerning  infesta¬ 
tion  of  corn  ricks.  Two  ricks  were  observed  at  the  time 
of  threshing  and  a  report  completed  for  each  one.  These 
observations  showed  that  the  ricks  were  infested  with  a 
small  number  of  mice  only.  The  Ministry  later  forwarded 
an  interim  Report  on  the  survey,  as  it  related  to  this  and 
other  districts  which  confirmed  the  findings  of  our  own 
observations. 

The  following  table  summarises  rodent  control  work  and 
is  based  on  the  report  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  Fisheries  and  Food: — 


Local 

Authority 

Dwelling  1 

H  ouses 

Agricultural  ; 

All  other 
(inc.  Business 
Premises) 

Total 

Total  number  of  j 
properties  in  Local 
Authority’s  area. 

17 

10676 

460 

1019 

12172 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  notifica¬ 
tion. 

134 

- — - 

1 

38 

173 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected  as 
result  of  survey  or 
otherwise.  * 

17 

65 

260 

5 

347 

Number  of  Proper¬ 
ties  inspected 
which  were  found 
to  be  infested  by: 

Rats 

15 

Mice 

149 

38 

5 

23 

192 

— 

38 

76 

Number  of  infested 
Properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
(Completed  treat¬ 
ments  only) . 

15 

187 

5 

41 

248 

Total  treatments 

carried  out,  includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments. 

Number  of  “Block 
control’’  treatments 
carried  out. 

i  18 

197 

5 

4  4 

264 

| 

33  involving  105  properties. 

*  Specific  rodent  control  visits.  Not  including  those  visits  where  the 
primary  reason  was  other  than  rodent  control. 
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PEST  CONTOL. 

This  branch  of  the  work  of  the  department  is  allied  to 
that  of  rodent  control  and  is  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operator,  Materials  for  the  control  of  pests  are  constantly 
being  improved  and  have  now  been  developed  to  such  a 
degree  that  the  eradication  of  infestations  of  bed  bugs  or 
fleas  has  now  become  a  comparatively  minor  routine  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  infestations  treated  during  1956  were  as  follows: — 
Fleas,  12,  Flies  11,  Bed  Bugs  7,  Ants  6, 

Beetles  8,  Bees  1. 

The  infestations  of  flies  treated  by  the  department  are 
those  involving  very  large  numbers  of  insects,  particularly 
in  roof  spaces  and  bedrooms.  The  flies  hibernate  in  the 
warm  roof  spaces  and  emerge  with  the  onset  of  warm 
weather  causing  great  nuisance  to  the  occupants  of  the 
premises  concerned.  Considerable  trouble  was  experienced 
by  householders  in  one  part  of  the  district  due  to  migration 
of  enormous  numbers  of  various  types  of  fruit  flies  from, 
decomposing  broad  bean  waste  which  had  been  spread  as 
manure  over  adjoining  agricultural  land.  The  Company 
involved  were  approached  and  informed  that  either  treat¬ 
ment  with  insecticide  should  be  carried  out,  or  that  other 
arrangements  would  have  to  be  made  for  disposal  of  the 
waste.  With  the  onset  of  cooler  weather  the  nuisance 
abated. 

The  infestation  of  wild  bees  was  in  the  tile-hanging  of  a 
cottage  and  caused  considerable  inconvenience  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  area.  Spraying  was  carried  out  on  a  dull 
day  when  the  bees  were  inactive  and  at  the  year’s  end  no 
further  trouble  had  been  experienced. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  following  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Cleansing 
Department  during  the  year  has  been  supplied  by  the 
Cleansing  Officer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Weller. 

Manpower. 

The  recruitment  and  retention  of  suitable  men  for  refuse 
collection  still  remains  a  problem.  Although  some  of  the 
older  men,  particularly  drivers,  have  been  with  the  Council 
for  many  years,  new  and  younger  men  do  not  readily  settle 
to  the  work.  During  the  year  under  review  10  men  were 
engaged  and  8  men  left. 
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There  has  been  an  increasing  amount  of  time  lost  during 
the  year  through  sickness,  mainly  amongst  the  newcomers. 
The  days  lost  over  the  last  five  years  were  as  follows: — 
1952—122;  1953—263;  1954—270;  1955—315  and  1956— 
383. 

The  outside  staff  consists  of  39  persons,  as  follows: — 

1  Foreman 

1  Chargehand  and  Motor  Mechanic 

1  Depot  Labourer  to  assist  Mechanic 

2  Refuse  Disposal  and  Muledozer  drivers 

19  Refuse  Collection  (6  Drivers  and  13  Refuse  Collectors) 

14  Cesspool  Emptying  and  Night  Soil  (7  Drivers  and  7  Mates) 
1  (Woman)  Salvage  Sorting  and  Baling. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  amount  of  refuse  collected  during  1956,  namely, 
9,786  tons,  was  an  increase  of  776  tons  over  the  previous 
year. 

In  addition  to  the  154  new  houses  (80  private  and  74 
Council  houses),  Householders  produced  more  refuse, 
particularly  in  the  fortnightly  areas. 

To  deal  effectively  with  the  R.A.F.  Married  Quarters  it 
became  necessary,  early  in  the  year,  to  collect  weekly  in¬ 
stead  of  fortnightly. 

Bins  are  placed  near  to  the  highway  for  collection  except 
in  the  case  of  old  or  infirm  people. 

A  new  disposal  site  has  been  acquired  at  Borough  Green. 
This  not  only  relieves  the  Brookland  site  at  Ham  Hill  but 
will  save  considerable  mileage  by  taking  all  refuse  from  the 
western  end  of  the  District. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping,  and  a  second  Muledozer 
was  purchased  in  April  for  use  at  the  new  tip.  The  refuse 
is  covered  as  quickly  as  possible  according  to  the  availability 
of  suitable  covering.  Good  soil  for  final  covering  is  generally 
difficult  to  obtain. 

Periodical  visits  to  the  tips  are  made  by  the  Council’s 
Rodent  Operator  so  that  no  trouble  from  vermin  exists. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  of  material 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  your  vehicles. 


Year 

Refuse 

Tons- 

Hardcore  & 
Covering 

Tons- 

Drainage 

Tons. 

Salvage 

Tons. 

Misc. 

Tons. 

Total 

Tons. 

1952 

7999 

18685- 

523 

1754 

745Jr 

113114 

1953 

84424 

1541a 

CO 

CO 

210* 

325 

11168 

1954 

8548 

1655 

1008| 

279 

1644 

11655 

1955 

9010 

1624 

713 

397 

249 

11993 

1956 

9786 

1805 

428| 

420 

127 

125664 

It  is  also  necessary  to  dispose  of  about  500  tons  of 
additional  refuse  annually  which  is  taken  direct  to  the  tips 
from  the  R.A.F.  Aerodrome  and  the  Leybourne  Grange 
Mental  Colony  by  these  Authorities. 


Salvage. 

The  collection,  separation  and  sale  of  Salvage  is  still  a 
valuable  source  of  income.  Slightly  less  paper  has  been  sold 
during  the  year  due  mainly  to  a  recession  in  the  trade  and 
a  limitation  of  deliveries.  There  has  also  been  a  slight 
reduction  in  price. 

The  price  for  metals  is  slightly  higher,  but  less  is  put  out 
for  the  Council’s  men  to  collect  as  more  street  traders  go 
round  buying  the  best  material. 

As  can  be  seen  by  the  following  table  the  total  receipts 
were  less,  but  what  is  more  important,  after  allowing  for 
all  expenses — wages,  bonus,  etc. — which  amounted  to 
£820  17s.  10d.,  the  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditure  was 
£1,351  13s.  Od.  or  £6  11s.  2d.  more  than  in  the  previous  year. 
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Wastepaper  etc. 

Metal 

,  Tins,  Rags 

Cullett 

Year 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

T.  c. 

q- 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T. 

c. 

q. 

£  s. 

d. 

T.  c.  q. 

£  s.  d. 

1952 

134  18 

3 

1410  12 

9 

36 

1 

0 

356  14 

0 

3  13  0 

3  13  0 

1953 

167  1 

0 

1202 

6 

1 

33 

2 

3 

244  1 

9 

4  0  0 

4  0  0 

1954 

185  12 

3 

1399 

14 

1 

14 

3 

1 

190  17 

4 

— 

— 

1955 

244  7 

0 

2094 

8 

11 

13 

6 

3 

247  19 

8 

— 

— 

1956 

242  6 

0 

1955 

3 

1 

12 

2 

1 

212  9 

9 

— 

““ 

Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

Year 

Value 

Weight 

Value 

£ 

s.  d. 

T. 

c. 

a 

£  s.  d. 

1952 

574  doz. 

Botts 

23 

2 

9 

174 

12 

3  17 

94  2  6 

1953 

— 

— 

204 

3 

3  1450  7  10 

1  954 

Tyres,  etc. 

11 

2 

0 

200 

17 

1  1601  13  5 

1955 

Tyres,  etc. 

10 

3 

0 

259 

3 

3  2352  11  7 

1956 

Tyres,  etc 

4 

18 

0 

255 

9 

3  2  V 

\2  10  10 

Cesspool  Emptying  and  Disposal. 


To  give  a  satisfactory  Emptying  service  still  remains  a 
problem,  114  more  cesspools  have  required  attention  during 
the  year,  bringing  the  total  requiring  emptying  to  2,315. 
The  older  ones  require  more  frequent  service  and  these  fill 
up  more  quickly  as  each  year  passes. 

Constant  complaints  are  received  from  residents  for 
quicker  attention,  particularly  in  those  parishes  where  the 
four-monthly  service  operates. 

Early  in  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  hire  an  additional 
machine  in  an  endeavour  to  catch  up  on  arrears. 

In  June  a  new  Diesel-engined  machine  was  put  into  ser¬ 
vice,  but,  even  with  seven  machines,  only  for  about  a  fort¬ 
night  during  the  Autumn  was  it  possible  to  dispense  with 
overtime. 

How  the  loads  increase  each  year  can  be  seen  in  the 
following  table.  The  amount  in  gallons  for  1956  was 
13,244,000.  This  large  amount  of  sewage  was  disposed  of  on 
to  the  land  or  the  Council’s  various  tips.  This  problem  of 
disposing  of  such  large  amounts  of  sewage  does  not  get  any 
easier  and  remains  the  most  difficult  single  problem  of  the 
Cleansing  Service. 

Tips  are  situated  at  Comp  Woods,  Offham ;  Addington 
Park;  Kings  Hill  Farm,  Platt;  Borough  Green  Quarries; 
Rurham  Farm,  Blue  Bell  Hill  and  at  Cburt  Lodge  Farm, 
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Stansted.  Other  sites  are  obtained  from  time  to  time  as 
near  to  work  points  as  possible  to  reduce  unnecessary 
travelling. 

Dried  sludge  has  to  be  removed  during  the  summer 
months  from  some  tips,  and  it  is  also  necessary  to  use  weed 
killer  to  control  the  growth  of  Docks  and  Thistles,  etc. 


Loads  Removed 


Year 

Cesspools 

Flushing 

Sludge,  etc. 

Pails 

Total 

1952 

11705 

396 

397 

177 

[26528  pis.] 

12675 

1953 

13543 

255 

473 

168 

[25133  pis.] 

11139 

1954 

11370 

278 

198 

170 

[25  672  pis.] 

15316 

1955 

15367 

246 

434 

158 

[2  3662  pis.] 

16205 

1956 

15835 

183 

387 

150 

[22276  pis.] 

16555 

Oarages,  Vehicles  and  Maintenance. 

The  Garage  is  situated  at  Mill  Street,  East  Mailing,  and 
all  vehicles,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  Muledozers,  are 
housed  there. 

The  17  vehicles  at  the  Depot  are: — 

6  Refuse  Collectors  (2  “  Paxits,”  3  Barrier  Loaders  and  1  Side 

Loader) 

7  Cesspool  Emptiers 

1  Two- ton  Truck 

2  Vans 

1  Maintenance  Lorry,  used  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department. 

One  Muledozer  is  kept  at  each  Refuse  Tip. 

Apart  from  really  major  jobs,  all  repairs  are  carried  out 

by  your  Mechanic. 

During  April,  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  new  Diesel” 
engined  machine,  he  attended  a  week’s  course  on  Diesel 

engines  at  Peterborough. 

These  courses'  on  Diesel  Maintenance1  are  given  free  by 
Messrs.  Perkins  Ltd.  tO'  operators  of  their  engines. 

Tyre  wear  is  heavier  on  Municipal  vehicles  than  on 
ordinary  road  vehicles.  With  17  vehicles,  98  tyres  are  in 
constant  use.  During  the  year  21  new  and  28  re-moulded 
tyres  were  fitted.  New  are  purchased  only  when  absolutely 

necessary. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  saving  made  by  the  use  of  re¬ 
moulds. 


Year 

No.  of  Covers 
Treated 

Cost  of  New  Tvres 

£  s-  d- 

Cost  of  Treatment 

£  s-  d- 

Saving*  . 

£  s-  d- 

1953 

24 

339  5  0 

178  12  0 

160  13  0 

1954 

41 

652  15  0 

295  2  0 

357  13  0 

1955 

33 

613  15  0 

287  10  0 

326  5  0 

1956 

32 

607  11  6 

284  7  0 

323  4  6 

*  A  “  Commercial  Users  ”  discount  scheme  is  in  operation, 
5%  in  1953  and  1954  and  7J%  in  1955  and  1956,  therefore, 

the  full  saving  is  as  follows: — 

1953  1954  1955  1956 

£  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d.  £  s.  d. 

Full  Retail  Saving  ...  160  13  0  357  13  0  326  5  0  323  4  6 

Plus  ‘C.  U’  Disc’nt  ...  8  0  0  17  17  0  24  9  4  24  4  9 

Full  Saving  .  168  13  0  375  10  0  350  14  4  347  9  3 

Mortuaries, 

By  arrangement  with  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor’s 
Department  the  outside  of  West  Mailing  Mortuary  has  been 
painted. 

The  number  of  bodies  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  as 


West  Mailing  . 

8 

Aylesford . 

3 

Borough  Green . 

10 

FACTORIES. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  inspections  of 
factories  carried  out  and  the  details  of  defects  found: — 


1.  Inspections, 


j 

Number  on 

Number  of 

’  Premises 

Register 

Inspections  I 

Notices 

Owners 

Pro  secuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1.  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

3 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

174 

112 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 

which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 

out-workers’  premises) 

7 

1 

TOTALS  . 

185 

116 

5 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No-  of 
cases  in 
whieh 
prosecu¬ 
tions 
instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refei 
To  H.M- 
Inspector 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)... 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

_ 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

_ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

<.a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Other  offences  (not  includ- 
1  ing  offences  relating  to 

!  Home  Work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . 

5 

5 

— 

— 

e  ii  ii  ii  iiiiM mi  wn  mini  in 

Outworkers:  At  the  year’s  end  there  were  4  outworkers 
in  the  district,  employed  as  follows: — 

Braids  and  trimmings  ...  . . .  2 

Wearing  apparel  . .  2 

Seven  visits  were  made  to  outworkers’  premises  during 
1956  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  conditions 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


SHOPS  ACTS. 

In  accordance  with  the  normal  practice  of  the  department 
the  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  is  dealt  with  whilst 
visiting  shops  for  various  other  routine  purposes.  During 
1956,  517  such  visits  were  made. 

Opportunity  is  taken  to  advise  shopkeepers  as  to  their 
duties  under  the  Act  on  all  changes  of  occupancy,  and 
brochures  setting  out  the  main  provisions  are  supplied,  free 
of  charge,  to  all  concerned. 

No  order  was  made  suspending  the  hours  of  closing  dur¬ 
ing  Christmas  week  but  despite  this  no  infringements  of 
closing  hours  were  noted  although  observation  was  made. 
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It  was  necessary  to  issue  a  warning  in  one  case  only  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  This  referred  to  a  breach  of  the  Sunday 
Trading  provisions  at  a  shop  in  the  Blue  Bell  Hill  area  of 
Burham  and  after  the  warning  no  further  breaches  were 
notified. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

The  two  privately  owned  swimming  pools  in  the  district 
continued  in  use  during  1956  and  gave  no  real  trouble  to  the 
department.  They  are  under  constant  supervision  and  in  all 
10  bacteriological  and  4  chemical  samples  were  taken  from 
various  points  of  the  baths,  all  of  which  proved  on  examina¬ 
tion  to  be  satisfactory. 

It  is  most  important  that  these  pools  should  be  main¬ 
tained  in  good  order  as  both  are  situated  on  the  main  trunk 
road  A. 20  and  are  visited  by  many  people  from  outside  the 
district  and  are  used  regularly  by  local  schools. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  number  of  licensed  sites,  viz. :  12  remained  the  same 
as  for  1956.  Three  of  these  were  newly  licensed  during  the 
year  whilst  3  sites  were  discontinued  during  the  year.  There 
were  a  total  of  33  moveable  dwellings  on  these  12  sites  at 
the  year’s  end.  168  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  move- 
able  dwellings  during  the  year  to  check  on  conditions  of 
licence  and  to  enforce  removal  of  caravans  from  unlicensed 
sites. 

On  the  termination  of  fruit  and  hop  picking  there  is 
generally  an  influx  of  caravans  into  the  district,  chiefly 
gypsies  seeking  a  parking  ground  for  the  winter  months. 
Waste  ground  and  disused  quarries  are  usually  selected 
which  are  quite  devoid  of  sanitary  facilities  and  it  is  to  these 
that  attention  must  be  given. 

Although  the  figures  for  licensed  moveable  dwellings  do 
not  in  my  opinion  reflect  the  true  position  in  the  district, 
I  do  not  consider  that  the  position  is  deteriorating. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


During  the  year  7,346  inspections  were  carried  out  in 
connection  with  work  of  the  Department,  comprised  as 
follows : — 


FOOD  PREMISES. 


Number 

of  visits 

to  Bakehouses  . 

•  •  • 

37 

9 9 

9  9 

Butchers’  Shops  . 

... 

119 

99 

9  9 

Grocers’  Shops  . 

•  •  . 

213 

99 

9  9 

Greengrocers  . 

.  .  • 

34 

99 

9  9 

Fishmongers’  Shops  . 

•  •  • 

36 

99 

9  9 

Cafes  . 

•  •  • 

109 

99 

99 

Works  Canteens  . 

•  •  • 

14 

99 

99 

Public-houses  . 

... 

20 

9  9 

99 

Knackers’  Yards  . 

... 

2 

9  9 

99 

Slaughterhouses  . 

•  •  • 

17 

99 

99 

re  Meat  Inspection  . 

•  .  . 

435 

99 

99 

Piggeries  . . 

•  .  • 

1 

99 

9  9 

Milk  Supplies  . 

•  •  . 

150 

9  9 

99 

to  Premises  re  application  for  registration 
premises  for  the  sale  of  Ice-cream 

of 

67 

99 

Samples  of  Milk  collected  (including  biological) 

* . . 

62 

99 

9  9 

Ice-cream  collected  . 

•  •  • 

38 

99 

9  9 

Food  condemnation  . 

•  •  • 

65 

99 

9  9 

Food  Factories  . 

. . . 

6 

99 

9  9 

re  Slaughtermen’s  Licences  . 

•  •  • 

1 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  AND 

Number  of  visits  to  Factories  . 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

116 

,,  ,,  Aged  persons 

.  .  . 

•••  •••  ••• 

4 

,,  ,,  Dirty  premises 

•  .  . 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

5 

,,  Premises  re  rat  and/or  mice  infestation 

(including  2,020  by  Rodent  Operator)  ...  2,342 

,,  Premises  re  pests  and/or  vermin  (other 

than  rats  or  mice)  .  123 

c** 

Disinfestations  carried  out  after  infectious  and  notifi¬ 
able  diseases  .  14 

visits  to  premises  re  notifiable  and  infectious  diseases  42 

Inspections  of  Refuse  Accumulations  and/or  Manure 

Heaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  44 

,,  carried  out  under  Housing  and/or  Public 

Health  Acts  . 1,103 

Housing  Inspections  in  connection  with  rehousing  ...  22 
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Number  of  visits  re  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal .  155 

,,  ,,  cesspools  and/or  septic  tanks,  drains,  etc.  118 

,,  rivers,  streams,  ditches,  ponds  and/or  water¬ 
courses,  etc.,  inspected  .  7 

,,  visits  to  Swimming  Pools  .  15 

,,  samples  of  Swimming  Bath  water  collected .  14 

,,  visits  re  drinking  water  .  138 

,,  samples  of  drinking  water .  81 

,,  visits  to  Places  of  Public  Assembly  .  44 

,,  ,,  Hop-pickers’  Camps  .  60 

,,  ,,  re  Moveable  Dwellings  .  168 

,,  ,,  Petroleum  Spirit  .  134 

,,  ,,  Land  Charges  .  32 

,,  ,,  Civil  Defence  .  32 

,,  ,,  Refuse  Disposal  .  7 

,,  ,,  Miscellaneous  .  355 

,,  ,,  Shop  Acts  .  517 

,,  ,,  Diseases  of  Animals  .  1 

,,  ,,  Dairies .  11 

,,  ,,  Drainage  Works  .  204 

,,  ,,  Trade  Waste .  2 

,,  ,,  Smoke  Emission  .  4 

,,  ,,  Mobile  Food  Shops  .  4 

,,  ,,  Riding  Establishments .  2 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  record  my  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  Council  for  their  continued  support  and 
interest  during  the  year  and  to  the  staff  for  their  loyal 
co-operation  at  all  times. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  C.  COLDRICK, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Parish. 

Number  of  houses 
according  to 
Valuation  JList— 
December  llJ56. 

Area 

(.acres) 

Population 

(.estimated) 

Addington . 

180 

1,119 

517 

Aylesford  . 

1,229 

4,013 

4,614 

Birling  . 

251 

1,801 

813 

Borough  Green  ... 

653 

480 

1 

1,743 

Burham  . 

498 

1,632 

1,844 

Ditton  . 

583 

1,066 

1,774 

Ightham  . 

475 

2,278 

1,474 

Ley bourne  . 

142 

755 

1,707 

East  Mailing 

1,090 

2,787 

3,390 

West  Mailing 

738 

1,379 

3,484 

Mereworth 

193 

2,556 

1,004 

Offham  . 

208 

1,479 

700 

East  Peckham 

672 

3,337 

1,924 

West  Peckham  ... 

99 

1,582 

375 

Platt . 

342 

1,827 

1,103 

Plaxtol  . . 

326 

2,406 

1,029 

Ryarsh  . 

239 

1,375 

764 

Shipboume 

154 

2,007 

459 

Snodland  . 

1,241 

1,953 

4,278 

Stansted  . . 

161 

1,974 

557 

Trottiscliffe 

147 

1,155 

405 

W  a  teringbury 

365 

1,377 

1,169 

Wouldham . 

253 

1,855 

910 

Wrotham  . 

437 

3,457 

1,663 

Totals . 

10,676 

45,655 

37,700 

SUMMARY. 

Area  of  District  (in  acres)  .  45,655 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Mid-Year  Home  Population  37,700 

Average  density  of  persons  per  acre  .  0.826 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  (end  1956)  according  to 

Valuation  List .  10,676 

Average  density  of  dwellings .  1  per  4.276  acres 

Average  number  of  persons  per  dwelling  inhabited .  3.531 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1/4/56)  .  £449,515 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1956-57)  .  £1,903 
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